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of active politics and scholarly research, the administration
of an Indian State, however important from the practical
point of view, did seem restricted in scope. Nevertheless,
it had one great advantage. It provided Romesh Dutt the
opportunity to test in real life the theories and the pro-
posals which he had advocated and put forward.

Romesh Dutt was indeed no cloistered theoretician. His
views were born out of his practical experience in adminis-
tration spread over more than a quarter of a century. And
yet interested critics were not wanting who characterised
his views as impracticable and Utopian. Here, therefore,
was a chance to demonstrate in practical administration
what he had preached in public life. As an interlude, a
leturn to official life and to administrative responsibilities
thus only served to further the causes he had endeavoured
to advance since his retirement from the Indian Civil Ser-
vice. Indeed, he looked upon his association with the
Baroda administration as no more than an interlude, and
when this interlude was over he hoped to return to his
scholarly labours. Providence had, however, planned other-
wise, and he died in harness at Baroda a few months after
he had entered his fresh term of office as Dewan of the
State.

As was his habit, Romesh Dutt plunged into his work
with earnestness and vigour immediately on assuming his
official responsibilities. His enthusiasm was indeed youth-
ful, and he expressed it with candour in a letter to Sister
Nivedita whom he called his "God-daughter".

"I am trying to strike out new lines of progress," he
wrote, "to develop new policies and reforms, and am deter-
mined to move forward and to carry the State forward. I
am trying to gather together the scattered forces which
were present here, to encourage enterprise and talent in
younger men, to welcome new ideas and new schemes, to